Recombination and postreplication repair.
The available data concerning postreplication repair are summarized. In Escherichia coli, recombination is implicated in this repair because the recA+ gene is necessary and because strand exchanges occur that extend over long regions. Other experiments involving phage-induced resistance also point to an interrelation between recombination and repair. In this phenomenon, gene products of lambda bacteriophage are introduced into bacteria, resulting in an increased resistance of the cells when they are subsequently exposed to X rays.